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Rethinking Open Educational Practices

Som Naidu

( Swinburne University of Technology , Hawthorn, Melbourne , Australia, 3122)

Abstract. There are growing interests among the educational development community for further opening up educa-
tional practice. This view is motivated , to a large extent, by the need to make available for public good products of
work that is supported and paid by public funds in the first place, especially through grants and paymenis to people
producing this content. Conventional models of learning , teaching and research including its dissemination are under
pressure to respond to this challenge. The failure to do so will see the proliferation of alternative models of educational
provision and credentialing that will force conventional models of residential education to change. However, opening
up access to learning resources and educational opportunities does not mean a relegation of the importance of teaching
in any sector of education. In fact, quite the opposite, it is likely to be true. In an open educational environment,
learners are more than ever likely to need more structure and guidance than less, but how much , when and how exaci-
ly this kind of support is going to be provided is the challenge that educators in an open educational environment will
need to address quickly, now and in the near future.

Key words : open educational practices ( open learning, open scholarship, open access) ; open educational resources

(OER) ; cloud—based learning ; micro—credentialing (open badging) ; massive open online courses (MOOC)
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