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iPad Programs in the United States and Its Implications for
e-Schoolbag Projects in China

YU Xiaohua'?

(1. Department of Education Information Technology, East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062 ,China ;

2. Shanghai Engineering Research Center of Digital Education Equipment, East China Normal University ,
Shanghai 200062 , China)

Abstract . [Pad programs in the United States and the new round of e—Schoolbag projects in China have almost iden-
tical needs and aims. However, after three years of development in both nations, the programs in the United States
have more obvious accomplishments. In the United States , the early period of development saw iPad programs adopted
by individual universities and colleges in a sporadic and uncoordinated manner. More recently, iPad programs have
been implemented by entire school districts in a series of planned phases. Up to February of 2013, more than four and
a half million iPads have been sold to schools in the United States. This paper is based on the collection and analysis
of a large number of relevant reports and official data. It discusses the various iPad programs in the U. S. , their effec-
tiveness , their problems, the controversies they have aroused, and finally the implications they have for e—Schoolbag
projects in China from the four aspects: funding, curriculum planning, teacher training, and management. We argue
that the time has now come for e—Schoolbag projects in China to set their own development milestones and for all inter-
ested parties—schools , teachers, publishers and manufacturers—to establish a mechanism for cooperation.

Key words: iPad; e-schoolbag; plan; implication
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