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Reflections on a Definition . Revisiting the Meaning of Learning

Jan Visser

( Learning Development Institute , Jupiter, Florida 33468, USA)

Abstract. We should look at learning differently, extend and deepen the meaning of learning. Intentional learning is
a tiny part of our learning life, meaningful learning experiences almost invariably occurred outside the formal learning
context. Informal learning is ubiquitous, frequently appearing in circumstances that we do not normally think of as
learning contexts. It is an elusive concept. This paper highlights some areas of interest, other than formal learning,
that merit our attention , in order to make visible the wide—ranging nature of the learning landscape and the diversity
of learning modalities comprised in it. Traditional definitions of learning poorly capture such complexity, richness and
beauty. The author proposes that strong focus on formal learning obfuscates a vision of learning that is more integral
complete and comprehensive. Because of the inadequacy of existing definitions of learning, the author suggesis an al-
ternative definition of learning , that is an ‘undefinition”, aimes at removing the boundaries from around the existing ,
too narrowly conceived definitions of learning. The views of learning based on these too narrowly conceived definitions
have long determined educational policies and research agendas that no longer fit the needs and interests of our time.

Key words: learning ; learning landscape ; the learning ecology
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