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The Evolution of Post-secondary Distance Education Rules
and Policies in the United States: Analysis of Mechanism
and Issues about the TRIAD Regulation System

ZHANG Xiumei

(School of Educational Information Technology ,South China Normal University , Guangzhou 510630, China )

Abstract: The quality monitoring system for online education practice in the United States consists of three pillars .
federal government and congress, local state governments and accreditation associations , which is called TRIAD. By
using the method of policy analysis, the author has identified the interaction process between the practice of distance
education and its external changing monitoring policies in the last two decades. The wrestle between the TRIAD and
distance education institutions , especially for—profit distance education has been outlined. Considering the gradual e-
roston environment for sustainable online education development and the decreasing power and effectiveness of the TRI-
AD monitoring function in this decade , the author proposes that the correction of online education’ s going awry nowa-
days should rely heavily on whether the federal government, especially the Department of Education, could continue to
come out with more stringent policies for online learning as well as for—profit higher education.

Key words : online distance higher education ; triad regulation system; higher education act; federal student Aid and

grants ; the US Department of Education ; policies
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